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tion located in Heidelberg, Federal Republic of Germany, established a
Standing Advisory Committee on Recombinant DNA. In September
1976, that committee held its second meeting to consider the NIH
Guidelines and the Williams Report, to compare their technical recom-
mendations and to comment on their suitability as a basis for a common
policy toward recombinant DNA research in Europe. The EMBO com-
mittee noted that the standards of physical containment recommended
by the Williams Report were generally more stringent than those recom-
mended by the NIH, while in the NIH Guidelines, systems of biological
containment received heavier emphasis.

The EMBO committee recommended the establishment of national
advisory groups and that these groups be responsible for specifying con-
tainment levels for experiments. The committee recommended that
both the NIH Guidelines and the Williams Report offer adequate
safeguards against conjectural hazards and that containment procedures
for each particular experiment might be those proposed in the NIH
Guidelines or those in the Williams Report.

European Science Foundation. The European Science Foundation
(ESP) is an international nongovernmental organization, founded in
1974, with its seat in Strasbourg, France. Members are academies and
research councils that are responsible for supporting scientific research
at a national level and are funded largely from government sources.

In October 1976 an ESF Ad Hoc Committee on Recombinant DNA
Research made a series of recommendations. It recommended that, in-
itially, the recommendations and code of practice in the U.K. "Report of
the Working Party on the Practice of Genetic Manipulation" be adopted
as the guidelines in Europe. It recommended that national advisory
bodies with responsibilities for interpreting the recommendations and
code of practice should be established in the European countries. Its final
recommendation was the establishment of an ESF Liaison Committee
for Recombinant DNA Research composed of representatives of the na-
tional committees to provide an opportunity for mutual information,
consultation, and advice on general policy for recombinant DNA
research and for the discussion of decisions on specific experiments. One
of the primary purposes of the committee was to attempt to ensure that
the same levels of containment were used in the different countries for
the same categories of experiments, so that the same experiments were
not classified as differing in level of risk, and hence level of containment,
in the different countries. One member of the various national commit-
tees was invited to serve on the Liaison Committee. The representatives
in general had backgrounds in the biological sciences, although a small
number of additional experts in law and other disciplines were invited.